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Six years ago, Shiva Rajagopalan was a one-man army, a former Chevron data architect

battling the inefficiencies of energy industry software as a consultant to a single firm.

Today, Rajagopalan is chief executive officer of Seven Lakes Technologies, a fast-growing

software development company for the oil and gas industry. Based in Westlake Village, the

company has 28 clients ranging from small to multibillion dollar companies and around 60

employees.

He is also one of three Ventura County area CEOs and their companies to be selected as

semifinalists for the prestigious Ernst & Young Entrepreneur Of The Year Awards in Greater

Los Angeles. The awards program recognizes entrepreneurs between Orange and San Luis

Obispo counties who demonstrate excellence and extraordinary success in areas such as

innovation, financial performance, and personal commitment to their businesses and

communities.

(https://twitter.com/vcstar)

Rajagopalan will go on to compete alongside 43 other semifinalists, including the heads of

Ventura-based advertising technology company The Trade Desk and Westlake Village

freezable bag company PackIt, for a place as finalists in the regional awards competition this

summer. Winners can go on to compete nationally and even internationally.

“These companies are the ones that are really fueling the economy. They’re the ones from a
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resurgence standpoint that have created the jobs,” said awards program director Brian Ring.

“It’s really honoring what they’ve done in terms of building the economy here in the United

States and globally.”

For Seven Lakes Technologies, the secret to success has been an in-depth understanding of

energy company software needs gleaned from Rajagopalan’s work in the industry, according

to the firm’s engagement manager Shrivan Kamdar. Until now, many oil and gas companies

have been stuck using inefficient technology that dates back to the 1980s and 1990s, he

explained. Seven Lakes Technologies provides firms with easy-to-use, modernized software

solutions, and delivers them in weeks instead of months, he said.

“Our goal is to make business tools for the energy industry that are as easy to use as a simple

and effective smartphone app,” Kamdar said. “We strongly believe in our vision that

applications should be easy and intuitive to use, yet powerful enough to handle all enterprise

needs.”

Melissa Kieling, CEO of PackIt, which sells reusable, freezable bags that keep food cold for

up to 10 hours, said she was thrilled to be a semifinalist. Since launching the company from

her kitchen in 2010, the firm has grown exponentially, doubling the number of employees to

24 in just the past 18 months, she said. Packet products are now sold in 40 countries and at

most major retail stores in the United States, she said.

“It definitely has exceeded my wildest dreams for sure,” she said.

Jeff Green, CEO and co-founder of The Trade Desk, who is a semifinalist along with his co-

founder and chief technology officer Dave Pickles, said he hopes to become a regional

winner this year after making it to the finals in the Ernst & Young award program for the

past two years. The company, which helps advertisers buy online space using a lightning-

speed computerized bidding platform, has seen explosive growth in the past year, he said,

and recently placed in the top 10 of Forbes Magazine’s annual list of America’s Most

Promising Companies.

“I’m excited,” he said of becoming a semifinalist. “This is our third time being in this
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position. I feel a little bit like making it to the playoffs for the third year in a row in a

sporting event … I want to bring home a championship this year.”

The finalists in the Entrepreneur of the Year award will be announced May 11. Award

recipients will be announced at a black-tie Awards Gala on June 16 at the Beverly Hilton

Hotel in Beverly Hills.
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