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EY announces regional judges for the 
EY Entrepreneur Of The Year® 2015 Northern California Award 

 
Top community leaders to select award-winning finalists and winners 

San Jose, CA, March 31, 2015 – EY is pleased to announce the following as judges for the EY Entrepreneur 

Of The Year Award in the Northern California. The independent judging panel made up of previous winners of 

the award, leading CEOs, private capital investors and other regional business leaders who will select the 

winners, who will be revealed at a special gala on June 11, 2015 at The Fairmont in San Francisco. 

• Geoffrey Barker, Executive Director & Co-Founder, RPX Corporations, 2012 Award Recipient 

• Joseph Bronson, Principal & CEO, The Bronson Group, LLC 

• Douglas Chu, Head of Western Regions Listings, NYSE 

• Ken Coleman, Special Advisors, Andreesen Horowitz & Chairman, Caama Technologies 

• Chris Harris, Director, Friedman, Fleischer & Lowe, LLC 

• Maha Ibrahim, General Partner, Canaan Partners 

• Lisa Im, CEO, Performant Financial Corporation, 2012 Award Recipient 

• Jon Kossow, General Partner, Norwest Venture Partners 

• Tarkan Maner, Chairman & CEO, Nexenta, 2012 Award Recipient 

• Tod Sacerdoti, CEO & Founder, BrightRoll, Inc., 2013 Award Recipient, 2014 National Award Recipient 

• Scott Tierney, Google Capital Partner, Google Capital 

• Peter Van Deventer, Managing Partner, Integrity Global Management 

• Michael Bartels, VP New Listing & Capital Market, NADAQ 

 
 

A member firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited 

 



 “The independent judging panel is critical to the success of the program,” said Ernie Cortes, EY Entrepreneur 

Of The Year Program Director for Northern California. “For almost 30 years, the Entrepreneur Of The Year 

Award remains one of the most prestigious awards in business because some of the best in the industry select 

the finalists and winners.”  

Regional award winners are eligible for consideration for the EY Entrepreneur Of The Year national program.  

Award winners in several national categories, as well as the EY Entrepreneur Of The Year Overall National 

Award winner, will be announced at the annual awards gala in Palm Springs, California on November 14, 

2015. The US Entrepreneur Of The Year Overall Award winner then moves on to compete for the World 

Entrepreneur Of The Year Award in Monaco, June 2016. Additionally, venture-backed companies that win an 

Entrepreneur Of The Year Award regionally are also eligible for the Venture Capital Award of Excellence at the 

national level. The awards are the culminating event of the EY Strategic Growth Forum®, the nation’s most 

prestigious gathering of high-growth, market-leading companies. 

Now in its 29th year, the program has expanded to recognize business leaders in over 145 cities in 60 

countries throughout the world.   

 

 

Sponsors 
Founded and produced by EY, the Entrepreneur Of The Year Awards are sponsored in the United States by 

the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation and SAP America.  In Northern California, sponsors include King & 

Spalding, Merrill Datasite, Scherzer International, Smart Business Network, Inc., RoseRyan, and 

SolomonEdwards. 
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About EY Entrepreneur Of The Year™ 
EY Entrepreneur Of The Year is the world’s most prestigious business award for entrepreneurs. The unique 
award makes a difference through the way it encourages entrepreneurial activity among those with potential 
and recognizes the contribution of people who inspire others with their vision, leadership and achievement. As 
the first and only truly global award of its kind, Entrepreneur Of The Year celebrates those who are building 
and leading successful, growing and dynamic businesses, recognizing them through regional, national and 
global awards programs in more than 145 cities in more than 60 countries. 
 
About EY’s Strategic Growth Markets practice  
EY’s Strategic Growth Markets (SGM) practice guides leading high-growth companies. Our multidisciplinary 
teams of elite professionals provide perspective and advice to help our clients accelerate market leadership. 
SGM delivers assurance, tax, transactions and advisory services to thousands of companies spanning all 
industries. EY is the undisputed leader in taking companies public, advising key government agencies on the 
issues impacting high-growth companies and convening the experts who shape the business climate. For 
more information, please visit us at ey.com/us/strategicgrowthmarkets, or follow news on Twitter 
@EY_Growth. 
 
About EY 

http://www.ey.com/us/strategicgrowthmarkets
https://twitter.com/EY_Growth


EY is a global leader in assurance, tax, transaction and advisory services. The insights and quality services we 
deliver help build trust and confidence in the capital markets and in economies the world over. We develop 
outstanding leaders who team to deliver on our promises to all of our stakeholders. In so doing, we play a 
critical role in building a better working world for our people, for our clients and for our communities. 
 
EY refers to the global organization and may refer to one or more of the member firms of Ernst & Young 
Global Limited, each of which is a separate legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK company limited 
by guarantee, does not provide services to clients. For more information about our organization, please visit 
ey.com. 
 

This news release has been issued by Ernst & Young LLP, an EY member firm serving clients in the US.  
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