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Ernst & Young LLP’s Orange County office announces  
new leadership promotions  

Seven new partners, principals, executive directors and directors named  

ORANGE COUNTY, JULY 20, 2015: Ernst & Young LLP (EY) recently announced the 

promotions of seven professionals in its Orange County office. Promotions to the partner, 

principal, executive director and director ranks involve a rigorous selection process that 

recognizes each person’s achievements and potential. The promoted professionals exemplify 

EY’s commitment to a dual global/local focus, a diverse and inclusive workplace, growing EY’s 

purpose-driven organization and building a better working world. 

 

“Our new partners, principal, directors and executive directors demonstrate outstanding 

leadership. They have dedicated their careers to delivering exceptional client service and they 

personify EY’s purpose of building a better working world,” said John Belli, Orange County 

Office Managing Partner. “We commend them on their significant contributions and 

achievements.”  

 

Jon C. Smith was promoted to partner from senior manager. He is 

a member of EY’s Assurance practice, where he serves public and 

private clients in the real estate industry, including traded and non-

traded REITs, real estate funds and homebuilders. He has 

extensive experience with real estate valuations, partnership 

incentive models and general real estate accounting matters, and is 

a frequent instructor in the firm’s training courses. Smith is a 

Certified Public Accountant licensed to practice in California and is 

a member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

Smith graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration and a concentration in 
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Accounting from California State University, Fullerton, where he remains actively involved in 

EY recruiting efforts.   

 

John Straub was promoted to partner from senior manager. Straub 

is a member of EY’s Assurance practice, where he serves large and 

small, public and private clients in the financial services industry. He 

also has experience with mergers and acquisitions, IPOs, debt 

offerings and litigation support. He is an active supporter of EY’s 

Entrepreneur Of The Year awards program. Straub is a Certified 

Public Accountant licensed to practice in Ohio and California and a 

member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

Straub graduated summa cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in 

Accounting from The Ohio State University’s Honors Accounting Program.   

 

Melody Leung was promoted to principal from senior manager. 

Leung is a member of EY’s Tax practice, specializing in international 

tax transfer pricing, where she serves media and entertainment, 

technology and life sciences clients throughout the West Coast. She 

is a frequent speaker on transfer pricing topics, a member of the 

American Society of Appraisers and is actively involved in 

professional organizations including the EY Professional Women’s 

Network.  Leung has a bachelor’s degree with honors from UC 

Berkeley and an MBA with academic distinction from UCLA.  

 

Shannon Haight was promoted to executive director from senior 

manager and is a member of EY’s Tax practice. She provides tax 

advisory services related to accounting methods and inventory, 

which include income and expense recognition, capitalization of 

tangible and intangible property, LIFO and other general inventory 

and accounting method issues for companies in diverse industries 

throughout the West Coast. Haight received a Bachelor of Science in 

Business Administration with a concentration in Accounting from 

California State Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo and a 

Master in Business Taxation from the University of Southern 
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California. She is a certified public accountant licensed to practice in California and a member 

of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. 

 

Roger Idnani was promoted to executive director from senior 

manager. Idnani is a member of EY’s Tax practice, where he 

serves diverse clients at private and multinational publicly held 

companies. He has extensive experience in accounting for income 

taxes, is a regular speaker on tax topics and frequently teaches 

classes relating to accounting for income taxes. He is a Certified 

Public Accountant licensed to practice in California and a member 

of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. Idnani 

graduated from California State Polytechnic University, Pomona 

with a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration and a 

concentration in Accounting and also holds an MBA and a master’s degree in Taxation.      

 

Stasia Mitchell was promoted to director from associate director. 

Mitchell is the West Assurance Business Development Markets 

Leader and Orange County/San Diego Business Development 

Leader. Over her 16 years at EY, she has worked with companies 

in the technology, real estate, life sciences and industrial and 

consumer products industries. Since 2006, Mitchell has worked in 

the business development practice aligning the needs of her 

clients with the capabilities that EY offers. She is an active 

supporter of EY’s Entrepreneur Of The Year awards program and 

Strategic Growth Forum. Mitchell has a bachelor’s degree in 

Finance and International Management from the University of the Pacific and from the 

University of Westminster, United Kingdom. 

 

Doug Simao was promoted to director from senior manager. Simao 

is a member of EY’s national Advisory practice, leading its Advisory 

Acquisitions program in the Americas and globally. Previously, he 

served as chief marketing officer in the high-tech sector and led his 

own consulting practice. Simao is actively involved in the community 

and currently serves as immediate past chair of the California State 
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University Fullerton Board of Governors, is a Lifetime Director of the Pacific Symphony and a 

member of the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences. 

 

About Ernst & Young LLP’s Orange County practice 

 

Ernst & Young LLP has nearly 425 people in its Orange County office who serve a diverse 

client base of innovative and entrepreneurial companies spanning the retail, consumer 

products, financial services, health care, life sciences, manufacturing & distribution, real estate, 

cleantech and technology industries. The firm celebrates the successes of Orange County 

entrepreneurs through its EY Entrepreneur Of The Year™ program, founded in 1986. 

 

About EY 

 

EY is a global leader in assurance, tax, transaction and advisory services. The insights and 

quality services we deliver help build trust and confidence in the capital markets and in 

economies the world over. We develop outstanding leaders who team to deliver on our 

promises to all of our stakeholders. In so doing, we play a critical role in building a better 

working world for our people, for our clients and for our communities. 

 

EY refers to the global organization and may refer to one or more of the member firms of Ernst 

& Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate legal entity. Ernst & Young Global 

Limited, a UK company limited by guarantee, does not provide services to clients. For more 

information about our organization, please visit ey.com. 

 

This news release has been issued by Ernst & Young LLP, an EY member firm serving clients 

in the US. 
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