
 

 

  
 

  

 
LinkedIn long-form posts are an important tool for positioning yourself as an industry thought 
leader.  Sometimes called the "Wall Street Journal" of social media, LinkedIn can be highly 
influential.  Using the platform to its full advantage has been shown to boost visibility on search 
engines by more than 25 percent including bumping up your Google PageRank.  Other reasons 
to take LinkedIn seriously: 

• 500 million users  
• 10 million active job posts 
• Data on more than 9 million companies 
• Among largest search engines with 5 billion annual searches 
• 71 percent of professionals cite LinkedIn as a credible source for professional content 
• Niche channels to target - Ex. LinkedIn Technology Channel has 21 million followers 
• Opportunity to be shared on LinkedIn's own channel: editors monitor the 150,000 weekly 

posts to spotlight the best on one of their channels  

Building on the ideas for establishing an industry thought leader in our January 2017 newsletter, 
we offer the following tips to maximize the value of your LinkedIn posts. 

1. Look for hot topics: Tap into big issues, trends or regulations affecting your industry. 
Address the industry's pain points and lead the conversation.  Get ideas from industry 
trade publications and what other leaders and influencers post.  Scroll through social 
media and search for keywords and popular hashtags.  Brainstorm what fresh 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFts7NL_aICCLlY83CF2dmlwrFWck4iYRx7wypA9TFNf4VPKbFNYbGMkXW2xTYbj8PawYxL5YKaNU__mlPgGJ64SuSOHEqolIk3XM4ApDtEWQh9lDS6x4VMWbFwvYujRISZvfrVGEFpHX8eV4KHgcfPBlAKK8yXgZ7HDPDO7vZ2BhrGRanOPnK_G8GEiJkUWY7eWMmYLKxSVNqcK2JVZN-rToPPNqs_N&c=9fCC5pdG-30bxDBKJrmKrKlQsK8V1qvqp3goy6n3khdFzJNjTuoCBQ==&ch=j2Wt1dJXxlDfIBwPvoDPs_xJtX_Z7cjRxT7weCJQIIbrdJKU8CbbRA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFts7NL_aICCLlY83CF2dmlwrFWck4iYRx7wypA9TFNf4VPKbFNYbAz8Kj-ZHMtf4u6EAOpRJL3W9cCKhIvzTReLoyriYZc0Kyb6XS9N8T7QfCc9q2u7RiBbaijqn5G9IuLQ18x5egC3Miuml8rDxf4cCb8e3uZNrH-3CLTiXKG-cMacI8S_bg==&c=9fCC5pdG-30bxDBKJrmKrKlQsK8V1qvqp3goy6n3khdFzJNjTuoCBQ==&ch=j2Wt1dJXxlDfIBwPvoDPs_xJtX_Z7cjRxT7weCJQIIbrdJKU8CbbRA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFts7NL_aICCLlY83CF2dmlwrFWck4iYRx7wypA9TFNf4VPKbFNYbAz8Kj-ZHMtf4u6EAOpRJL3W9cCKhIvzTReLoyriYZc0Kyb6XS9N8T7QfCc9q2u7RiBbaijqn5G9IuLQ18x5egC3Miuml8rDxf4cCb8e3uZNrH-3CLTiXKG-cMacI8S_bg==&c=9fCC5pdG-30bxDBKJrmKrKlQsK8V1qvqp3goy6n3khdFzJNjTuoCBQ==&ch=j2Wt1dJXxlDfIBwPvoDPs_xJtX_Z7cjRxT7weCJQIIbrdJKU8CbbRA==


perspective you can bring to the table.  If you're stuck, check out this list of the most 
memorable articles of last year, put together by Caroline Fairchild, senior news editor at 
LinkedIn. 

2. Keep it concise: Writing short is the hardest thing to do, but LinkedIn Editor-in-Chief 
Daniel Roth says 800 to 2,000-word articles are "a sweet spot for engagement."  The 
ideal LinkedIn post is crisp, concise and shareable.  Articles that are broken down in 
numbers or list form perform better, such as Richard Branson's first LinkedIn post from 
2012, "Five top tips to starting a successful business."  Of course his name sells but your 
expertise can too.  

3. Craft a provocative headline: Of all the elements of a good post, an impossible-to-
ignore headline has six to eight words and teases the article.  Using numbers like "Five 
tips..." or "how-to" style headlines let the reader know it will be a quick and easy 
read.  Once you have your post drafted, re-read it.  Try several possible headlines and 
select the one that best suits the post.  Vary headlines when promoting across other 
platforms to test which your readers prefer.  Invest the time to create a great headline.  

4. Increase engagement 90 percent with a photo: As LinkedIn contributor Joshua Miller 
cites this fact in his piece on how to find the best images for LinkedIn, "the ability of 
visual stimuli to communicate and influence is undeniable and inescapable."  A powerful 
header image will lead to more clicks on the actual article.  

5. Share: Success is in engagement: clicks, likes, shares and comments.  That's the goal 
when being "social."  Cross-promote your posts on other social media channels and 
make sure there are links on your website and in the company newsletter.  Go through 
the comments and see how other people react to your article.  Be open to feedback - 
there may be tips that will improve your next article.  For a better chance to have your 
post featured in one of LinkedIn's channels, share it on Twitter and tag 
@LinkedInEditors. 

LinkedIn articles can take your thought leadership to millions of people, and you can do it from 
your desk.  Your LinkedIn commentaries can be re-purposed for speaking, webinars and bylines 
in industry trades.  Start posting. 
  
Best, 
Tracy Williams 
Olmstead Williams Communications 
CEO and Founder  
w 310.824.9000, c 310.387.7738  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFts7NL_aICCLlY83CF2dmlwrFWck4iYRx7wypA9TFNf4VPKbFNYbGMkXW2xTYbjEiEfNgOc-KnpQzcF8ljPvnath6SlaQBnZWomC7_T6Jn8vWe3RTjpLZmCaWNJkamiTlGHr6hfX3dApahtJIUzE0_4H-33-0HOLD8DjLGqaqHwJaMCI7s4qeXlPVgEdPrBCJ9szV4QEWxsOsSZvZIUNbpX78U4Uw6iyNximae1_ygmHJm7zN9uNiXt0ZFudxtzAER4PlsdXTk=&c=9fCC5pdG-30bxDBKJrmKrKlQsK8V1qvqp3goy6n3khdFzJNjTuoCBQ==&ch=j2Wt1dJXxlDfIBwPvoDPs_xJtX_Z7cjRxT7weCJQIIbrdJKU8CbbRA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFts7NL_aICCLlY83CF2dmlwrFWck4iYRx7wypA9TFNf4VPKbFNYbGMkXW2xTYbjEiEfNgOc-KnpQzcF8ljPvnath6SlaQBnZWomC7_T6Jn8vWe3RTjpLZmCaWNJkamiTlGHr6hfX3dApahtJIUzE0_4H-33-0HOLD8DjLGqaqHwJaMCI7s4qeXlPVgEdPrBCJ9szV4QEWxsOsSZvZIUNbpX78U4Uw6iyNximae1_ygmHJm7zN9uNiXt0ZFudxtzAER4PlsdXTk=&c=9fCC5pdG-30bxDBKJrmKrKlQsK8V1qvqp3goy6n3khdFzJNjTuoCBQ==&ch=j2Wt1dJXxlDfIBwPvoDPs_xJtX_Z7cjRxT7weCJQIIbrdJKU8CbbRA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFts7NL_aICCLlY83CF2dmlwrFWck4iYRx7wypA9TFNf4VPKbFNYbGMkXW2xTYbjzph8PYlN4V1ncuWoFRRAuLDMO9MLzzQP5wHOluS61vMM56-O03V0mxKiU73Cn-6EZgYfzK3WA9aF9Ix1nIhUs8pTHyvJU9J0RYsz8hLcDJ9FE2iIHcajSHs6b0j-dsBhfBhwGK4Iv3vwT36AhoZUhXwo1mgpWiW26nzfC6CkhRroas04qflWfxY0wEyX98U-Eb3nOmxzIrEBo7VUE_jFrA==&c=9fCC5pdG-30bxDBKJrmKrKlQsK8V1qvqp3goy6n3khdFzJNjTuoCBQ==&ch=j2Wt1dJXxlDfIBwPvoDPs_xJtX_Z7cjRxT7weCJQIIbrdJKU8CbbRA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFts7NL_aICCLlY83CF2dmlwrFWck4iYRx7wypA9TFNf4VPKbFNYbGMkXW2xTYbjTiaP1MB04o28zZ5M4HSmLLPXAxUDgXjPYfHJpTvLT4XMGIi0tVWh4S7cf-Gy3tZc_1kt50SQXWubyR22uBA3MZmU2p7x1WjK5XHm7ooF1bO7vYimqj1yTqgCi4MtPTjnsv2jzkrx24F-gNZAKN6NPNHzLyw4HIIkP9HrAnx_-hRjIHzhvYB_YMBYjEUoQcy28V9tV1nQ7ipN4s78Gryaqw==&c=9fCC5pdG-30bxDBKJrmKrKlQsK8V1qvqp3goy6n3khdFzJNjTuoCBQ==&ch=j2Wt1dJXxlDfIBwPvoDPs_xJtX_Z7cjRxT7weCJQIIbrdJKU8CbbRA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFts7NL_aICCLlY83CF2dmlwrFWck4iYRx7wypA9TFNf4VPKbFNYbGMkXW2xTYbj6kqU2YE7LblqBvqp9fSr6nBYXA78lZfFVizvi3w3rPFBV0ZkzOOL5wwQERzk78c8OD-ZaYBLaQkZunKwy0FPeIfsKbQp1JF47NeCCzHIB5EmhwXa_mWl2BW577gMXKgn&c=9fCC5pdG-30bxDBKJrmKrKlQsK8V1qvqp3goy6n3khdFzJNjTuoCBQ==&ch=j2Wt1dJXxlDfIBwPvoDPs_xJtX_Z7cjRxT7weCJQIIbrdJKU8CbbRA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFts7NL_aICCLlY83CF2dmlwrFWck4iYRx7wypA9TFNf4VPKbFNYbGMkXW2xTYbj6kqU2YE7LblqBvqp9fSr6nBYXA78lZfFVizvi3w3rPFBV0ZkzOOL5wwQERzk78c8OD-ZaYBLaQkZunKwy0FPeIfsKbQp1JF47NeCCzHIB5EmhwXa_mWl2BW577gMXKgn&c=9fCC5pdG-30bxDBKJrmKrKlQsK8V1qvqp3goy6n3khdFzJNjTuoCBQ==&ch=j2Wt1dJXxlDfIBwPvoDPs_xJtX_Z7cjRxT7weCJQIIbrdJKU8CbbRA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFts7NL_aICCLlY83CF2dmlwrFWck4iYRx7wypA9TFNf4VPKbFNYbLRkrk7f9KYfrzCLm0YAxuSXgc5_P6JliFdbPcbfteXQ34mxREQ3l3R9Ll8J1DqU45WbrFsP8D6IqZYFNDrmcxMWhj0B-c3XNhbl8Aw6cLceYWdvxGUCK9Ug6nEq-gb6coISnma8HzKqxgdHtzGYP1c=&c=9fCC5pdG-30bxDBKJrmKrKlQsK8V1qvqp3goy6n3khdFzJNjTuoCBQ==&ch=j2Wt1dJXxlDfIBwPvoDPs_xJtX_Z7cjRxT7weCJQIIbrdJKU8CbbRA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xFts7NL_aICCLlY83CF2dmlwrFWck4iYRx7wypA9TFNf4VPKbFNYbAz8Kj-ZHMtf4u6EAOpRJL3W9cCKhIvzTReLoyriYZc0Kyb6XS9N8T7QfCc9q2u7RiBbaijqn5G9IuLQ18x5egC3Miuml8rDxf4cCb8e3uZNrH-3CLTiXKG-cMacI8S_bg==&c=9fCC5pdG-30bxDBKJrmKrKlQsK8V1qvqp3goy6n3khdFzJNjTuoCBQ==&ch=j2Wt1dJXxlDfIBwPvoDPs_xJtX_Z7cjRxT7weCJQIIbrdJKU8CbbRA==


 
More from OWC 
OWC's Tracy Williams: Tips from Fortune Brainstorm Tech at 
Aspen Institute, July 2017 

1. Between hiking, cycling, yoga or white-water rafting, go for 
the boat.  Raft mates share a bond.  We became each other's 
wingmen throughout the conference.  A team in the river is a 
team for life.  
 
2. Sit in the right chair.  My chair had the winning token for the 
$749 Halo Sport headphones.  Looking forward to electrifying 
my skull for top performances this fall.  See here for demo.   
 
3. Go deep.  I met a lot of people but I went deep with a 
dozen.  Spending quality time with high achieving minds lifted 
me intellectually and spiritually, especially in the magical 
fairyland that is the Aspen Institute.  

 

 
 

White-water rafting. 
 

 
 

Testing out the Halo Sport 
Headphones.  

  

Follow Christian's Journey 
 
This summer, OWC has been laying a breadcrumb trail 
tracking Christian Williams' solo sail from Marina del Rey 
to Oahu, Hawai'i and back.  Click here to see his 
progress and the pins to follow captain's log. 
  

 

 

  

 

 

See what's happening on our social sites 
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